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Hazel de Berg Award for  
Excellence in Oral History 2024

Every two years, in conjunction with its national conference, Oral History Australia 

(OHA) presents an award to recognise a person who has made an outstanding contribu-

tion to the field of oral history over a considerable period of time.

The award is named after Hazel de Berg, one of Australia’s pioneering and most prolific 

oral historians, who recorded just over 1,300 interviews during her lifetime.

The OHA’s national committee determines the winner of the award based on nomina-

tions. It is an open award and is not restricted to OHA members. The De Berg family has 

generously offered to provide this award and arranged for its design by a glass artist. Each 

award is inscribed with the recipient’s name and the date and accompanied by a citation.

THE WINNER OF THE 2024 HAZEL DE BERG AWARD: 

Dr Barry York OAM 

Figure 1 Dr Barry York OAM, 2024 recipient of the Hazel de Berg 

Award for Excellence in Oral History following the awards presen-

tation in Melbourne, 21 November 2025. Pictured with Diana Ritch, 

daughter of Hazel de Berg. Photograph by Judy Hughes.
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CITATION:

For over four decades Dr Barry York has made an outstanding contribution to the field 

of oral history in Australia. Barry’s expertise is vast. As a Historian at the Museum of 

Australian Democracy from 2006 to 2016, Barry championed oral history, playing an 

important role in reviving and strengthening its oral history collection. He worked 

extensively with the National Library of Australia (NLA) and bolstered the depth and 

breadth of its oral history collection also. Barry has conducted interviews for other 

institutions such as the ACT Heritage Library and Victoria University and has made 

particularly substantial contributions to oral histories of migration and politics. He has 

also been an ardent advocate for the inclusion of diverse voices in oral history collec-

tions, recording across many fields while demonstrating great sensitivity and skill. He 

continues to offer guidance online to oral historians, both novice and established.

Barry has been a strong advocate for oral history in Australia, demonstrated through a 

range of publications and media. Significant contributions include Speaking of Us: Voices 

from Twentieth Century Australia (1999), which drew from the NLA’s oral history collec-

tion to illustrate experiences of Australians across a century of change. He also authored a 

chapter about oral history in the NLA’s Remarkable Occurrences (2001). Barry provided 

thoughtful reflections on best-practice interviewing techniques in the field of migration. 

For example, in 1993, the Centre for Immigration Studies published an interviewer’s 

guide co-authored by Barry with Mark Caruana. Barry maintains an oral history resource 

channel on YouTube, which has 33 short documentaries based on oral history excerpts 

that provide broad access to new audiences on a contemporary platform. 

Barry’s major oral history contributions include the following:

•	 Principal interviewer, oral history program, Museum of Australian Democ-

racy (2006–2016)

•	 Maltese-Australian Folk Life and Social History Project, National Library 

of Australia (1983–2000)

•	 Polish Australians Oral History Project, National Library of Australia 

(1996–2007)

Awards



Studies in Oral History 2025

220

•	 Australian Lebanese Historical Society Oral History Project, National 

Library of Australia (2016–2024)

•	 National Union of Australian University Students Project, National 

Library of Australia (2017–2024).

Australia’s oral history heritage is much richer, expansive and inclusive because of the 

enormous contribution Barry has made over the course of his professional life and in 

retirement. 

Congratulations Barry!
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Oral History Australia  
Book Award 2024

The large number and diversity of entries received for the 2024 OHA Book Award 

were a testament to oral history’s valued role in telling diverse stories for a wide range 

of audiences. 

Entries included scholarly works, popular histories, and community-led publications 

and, according to judges Peg Fraser, Mia Martin Hobbs and Scott McKinnon, choosing 

a single winner proved impossible.

In the end the judges decided to award the prize jointly to Carla Pascoe Leahy, for her 

book Becoming a Mother: An Australian History, and Jordana Silverstein, author of 

Cruel Care: A History of Children at Our Borders. Geraldine Fela was highly commended 

for her book Critical Care: Nurses on the Frontline of Australia’s AIDS Crisis. 

The awards were presented at the OHA Conference in Melbourne. 

Oral History Australia introduced its Book Award and Media Award for the first time 

in 2019 to encourage innovative and excellent applications of oral history. 

Judges’ comments follow. 

JOINT WINNERS:

Carla Pascoe Leahy,  

Becoming a Mother: An Australian History  

(Manchester University Press, 2023)

Pascoe Leahy has undertaken over 60 interviews with Australian mothers across 

three generations, from multiple, diverse backgrounds and with varied family make-

ups. Demonstrating expertise with oral history methods, and drawing on psychology, 

gender studies, and sociology as well as history, she skilfully lays out significant changes 
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across generations of mothering in Australia while retaining the individual voices of her 

interviewees. By integrating her own experience as a mother into the pages of the book, 

Pascoe Leahy shares in the intimacy of her interviewees’ stories, as the book reveals 

the private, often difficult, and deeply emotional experiences of pregnancy, childbirth, 

caregiving, and maternal identity. Beautifully written, this book speaks to the joys and 

pain of mothering. In doing so, it offers recognition for the role mothers have played in 

shaping the history of Australia.  

Jordana Silverstein,  

Cruel Care: A History of Children at Our Borders  

(Monash University Press, 2023)

At first glance, the premise of this book may sound somewhat conventional: interviews 

with federal politicians and senior civil servants who were involved in the development 

and implementation of child refugee policies during the ‘Children Overboard’ era. It 

is, in fact, a powerful and subversive book. Silverstein skilfully and unsparingly analyses 

these oral histories to reveal how decision-makers cloaked inhumane policies in the 

language of empathy. She argues that children have long been a tool of the colonial 

project and that indifference to the Stolen Generations prepared the way for acceptance 

of cruel measures against child refugees. Engagingly written and fearlessly incisive, this 

book reveals the potential of oral history to understand, challenge and resist dominant 

discourses and harmful policies.

HIGHLY COMMENDED:

Geraldine Fela,  

Critical Care: Nurses on the Frontline of  
Australia’s AIDS Crisis 

(University of New South Wales Press, 2024)

Geraldine Fela’s Critical Care explores an under-researched aspect of the Australian 

response to HIV/AIDs with insight, nuance and sensitivity. The work spans across 

labour history, histories of medicine, and histories of sexuality, skilfully deploying oral 
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history in ways that both illuminate and complicate understandings of Australia’s HIV/

AIDS epidemic. Fela gives voice to nurses on the frontline of a battle, not only against 

a devastating illness, but also against prejudice and hate. Her research encompasses 

both the broad focus of national public debate and the intimate, embodied experience 

of providing care. This is an important and deeply moving work that handles complex 

stories with great skill. 

Congratulations Carla, Jordana and Geraldine!

Figure 2 Award winners (clockwise from top left) Carla Pascoe Leahy, Tegan Burns, Jordana Silverstein and Jennifer Rose. 

Pictured at the 2025 OHA Biennial Conference in Melbourne, 22 November 2025. Photographs by Judy Hughes.
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Oral History Australia Media 
Awards 2024 

The 2024 OHA Media Award, presented by Oral History Australia (OHA) for an oral 

history production in any media other than a book, was also hotly contested. 

The judging panel, comprising Anisa Puri, Elisabeth Gondwe and Alison Atkinson-

Phillips, elected to award a joint prize. The winners were presented with their awards at 

the OHA conference held in Melbourne in November 2024.

JOINT WINNERS: 

The Centre for Multicultural Youth:  
35 Years of Shaping Culture

CREATOR: 

Jennifer Rose / Centre for Multicultural Youth 

(additional research by Soo-Lin Quek and Fran 

Linardi)

ONLINE INFORMATION: 

https://history.cmy.net.au/

BRIEF DESCRIPTION 

This project is a purpose-built website dedicated to the history of the Centre for 

Multicultural Youth (CMY) in Melbourne, presented as an interactive timeline that 

features oral history excerpts and vignettes alongside archival resources and audio-

visual material.

JUDGES’ COMMENTS

This project tells an organisation’s history but also successfully contextualises this 

within broader histories of multiculturalism, social justice and advocacy, and diversity 

and inclusion in Australia. The creator and CMY have really thought about their target 
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audience of younger people, giving them a fun, immersive way to explore the history 

of CMY in a way that connects with current issues and contemporary needs. The site 

clearly communicates its core values which are based on a human rights approach. 

The interface provides a range of entry points to the timeline, depending on interest, 

and allows the user to explore at their own pace. This website contains an enormous 

depth of material and is also a valuable resource for historical research. Oral history is 

used throughout and results in the website being an effective and respectful medium 

of communication.

This project demonstrates innovative use of oral history in a way that is ethical, hopeful 

and positive. 

Connection to Quandamooka Country:  
Goompi Foreshore 

CREATORS:

Tegan Burns and Goompi Give and Grow Ltd

ONLINE INFORMATION

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wk54Wy4BU20&t=17s 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION 

Connection to Quantamooka Country is a short film shown in the North Stradbroke 

Island Museum on Minjerribah. It uses multi-generational oral history videos to 

explore Indigenous connection to Country in one particular part of Stradbroke Island. 

JUDGES’ COMMENTS

Connection to Quantamooka Country is an evocative film and a powerful, accessible 

educational resource that centres First Nations perspectives on their own Country. 

The film makes innovative use of different generational perspectives including young 

people whose life histories and experiences are honoured alongside older participants. 

These oral histories, layered along with visually stunning imagery, incorporate Country 

as a narrator in this story. 
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This project celebrates intergenerational transmission of First Nations knowledge, 

culture and stories, and is a beautiful example of the power of place-based storytelling.

COMMENDATIONS:

Don’t be too polite girls 

CREATORS: 

Richard Lowenstein and Martie Lowenstein Nash

ONLINE INFORMATION: 

https://vimeo.com/852248906 and https://www.wendylowenstein.com/ 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION AND COMMENTS

This short film makes use of the oral history recordings and personal archive of Wendy 

Lowenstein, one of Australia’s oral history pioneers. Beginning with Wendy’s teenage 

involvement in New Theatre, this inspiring film follows her pioneering 1969 field trip 

to record the oral history and folk history of Australia. This important work presents 

a remarkable life story, tells Wendy Lowenstein’s story through a historical lens, and 

centres her work within an important turning point for social history in Australia. 

Lowenstein’s remarkable work should be better known and this film makes a significant 

contribution to helping to achieve that. 

Women, Conscription, War

CREATOR: 

Alexandra Pierce

ONLINE INFORMATION 

https://www.womenconscriptionwar.com/

BRIEF DESCRIPTION AND COMMENTS 

This 15-episode podcast tells the story of the Melbourne women who opposed the 

Vietnam War and the National Service Act from 1965–1972. Episodes weave together 

https://www.wendylowenstein.com/
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.womenconscriptionwar.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ca.atkinson-phillips%40murdoch.edu.au%7Ce08267b13fae4a0088fb08dcb58eef97%7Cc00d4c1bcf7b4e93b7c710113a9bc230%7C1%7C0%7C638584872730351761%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2Bfom5ssJqtsloskKx0E1r7Tx3lphnjbrGcBBCyOXCvg%3D&reserved=0
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thematic narratives from 58 oral history interviews conducted for the project. This 

podcast is an inspiring example of the power of oral history to allow historical actors 

to make sense of their experiences, and to bring us along with them on that journey 

of understanding. Created as a response to a gap in the historical record, this podcast 

series fills that gap and then some. The podcast approach makes the material accessible 

to a wide audience. The fact that this was produced by a solo oral historian completely 

without institutional support is truly inspirational. 
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