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From the Editors

In the 2025 edition of Studies in Oral History, contributors reflect on ‘The Power of 

Oral History: Risks, Rewards and Possibilities’, tapping into the many potent features 

of oral history practice including the potential to evoke strong emotions, bring forth 

new voices and engage new audiences through multimedia.

The theme was adopted from last year’s Oral History Australia biennial conference in 

Melbourne, where the highly anticipated keynote speaker, Alessandro Portelli, set the 

tone with a powerful masterclass in oral history practice. Portelli has been one of the 

world’s most influential oral historians for more than 50 years and we are honoured 

that his article, based on his Melbourne presentation, opens our journal this year.

Portelli’s contribution is followed by a series of thought-provoking articles covering 

a diverse range of topics, projects and geographic settings. Alison Atkinson-Phillips, 

Hannah Marsden and Andrew Wilson explore the thorny issue of ‘informed consent’ 

and the possibilities and challenges this can pose for oral history practitioners. Their 

reflections are based on their experience with ‘ethical co-production’ as part of the 

development of a community archive in the North East of England. 

From the UK we move to Aotearoa New Zealand where Margaret Pack and her 

team have been conducting a landmark project, interviewing abortion professionals 

including doctors, nurses, counsellors and midwives. Pack’s article reminds us of the 

difficulties and implications in undertaking projects with participants who are asked 
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to recall past involvements that have been emotionally charged, personally and profes-

sionally challenging, and potentially re-traumatising. 

John Heath and Ashley Barnwell transport us to Birrpai Country on the Mid-North 

Coast of New South Wales, where a 1933 land grab by settlers led to an act of environ-

mental destruction, now the subject of a local history and truth-telling project. The 

authors focus on the challenges presented by the limited sources of Indigenous oral 

history compared to the ‘white record’ and how the sharing of histories generates new 

opportunities for the oral transmission of stories and memories in the present. 

Anisa Puri also looks at possibilities of collaboration, specifically between the disci-

plines of oral history and linguistics, two fields with different aims and methods that 

she argues could benefit from a closer relationship. Like Puri, Jill Barnard’s focus is on 

using archival sources of oral histories. In a nod to Portelli, she notes that oral histo-

rians have long acknowledged ‘the potency of the clues’ embedded in interviews, in 

particular the tone, volume, rhythm and velocity of a narrator’s speech. Her article 

is a personal reflection of how such ‘non-lexical’ clues helped to shape her secondary 

analysis of an archived oral history collection. 

Our reports this year also represent a broad range of topics including valuable first-hand 

advice for oral historians considering a foray into podcasting, a fabulous photographic 

oral history collaboration about women in the space industry, and a project docu-

menting the life and legacy of an important Muslim migrant and pioneer. Our book 

reviews also reflect the important and wide-ranging work being done within the oral 

history field in Australia and beyond. Finally, we congratulate the winners of the 2024 

Oral History Australia Awards. 

We would like to thank everyone who has contributed to this edition: our authors 

and reviewers, editorial chair Alex Dellios, our book review editor Gwyn McClelland, 

reports editor Alex Mountain and designer Karen Wallis. We are especially grateful 

to our thorough and perpetually cheerful copy editor Katie Connolly. It has been an 

absolute pleasure to work with each and every one of the team this year. This is our final 

edition as editors. We have thoroughly enjoyed the opportunity to edit and produce 
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the journal each year and would like to reiterate our appreciation for the ongoing 

support and warm collegiality of the OHA committee.

We hope you enjoy reading this year’s journal and would like to end by strongly encour-

aging you to contribute an article, report or review to next year’s edition.

Carolyn Collins and Skye Krichauff 
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