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‘The South Australian Frontier and its Legacies’ project website documents colonial 

violence in South Australia from the date of foundation of the state (1836). It is a 

project headed by researchers at the University of Adelaide, Robert Foster, Skye 

Krichauff and Amanda Nettelbeck, incorporating many years of deep research by this 

Figure 1 Homepage, ‘The South Australian Frontier and its Legacies’,

The University of Adelaide, Adelaide, 2024, http://ua.edu.au/south-australian-frontier
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team. The website has an interactive map with a zoom function, allowing you to click 

on an encounter for more information, and information can be filtered by a specific 

encounter, details on the frontier government, oral histories or Indigenous language 

groups. It is a comprehensive and extensive endeavour, with a learning tab containing 

case studies and other resources for teachers. The website aims to increase public 

awareness of colonial violence in SA, contributing significantly to today’s need for 

reconciliation and truth-telling.

While the University of Newcastle Massacre map documents violent frontier encoun-

ters where six or more people were killed, the South Australian Frontier and its Legacies 

project encompasses massacres as well as other violent incidents in SA. This includes 

frontier violence mainly conducted by settlers against Aboriginal people, and cultural 

violence, such as racism and kidnapping Aboriginal people. It does not, however, 

include incidents in the Northern Territory (NT), even though the NT was admin-

istered from South Australia (SA) from 1863 to 1911. The website is funded by the 

Australian Research Council (ARC), and is partnered by the State Library of South 

Figure 2 Screenshot of oral histories layer of ‘The South Australian Frontier and its 

Legacies’, The University of Adelaide, Adelaide, 2024, Interactive Map | The South 

Australian Frontier and its Legacies

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/4755c59ae93447a9b0acf9b2b0b265f6/page/Interactive-Map
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/4755c59ae93447a9b0acf9b2b0b265f6/page/Interactive-Map
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Australia, State Records of South Australia, the History Trust of South Australia, 

Reconciliation SA and the South Australian Museum. The project was informed by 

an Aboriginal Reference Group and sets an excellent example for other territories and 

states in Australia to follow. The incidents on the website are well documented, with 

images of primary sources, summaries of frontier regions, extra research and articles 

and, where available, oral histories.

The oral histories contain important evidence of violent histories of encounters with 

Indigenous peoples, which are often harrowing. To quickly find the oral histories on the 

website, you can use the filter panel on the left-hand side. The interviews are presented 

in the right-hand panel that pops up when you click on an encounter. An oral history 

conducted by Adele Pring investigates settlers shooting Indigenous people at Arcoona 

Station. Adnyamathanha Elder Claude Demell was born in 1908 and heard this oral 

history from his Elders. He discusses how Aboriginal people learned that they could 

kill kangaroos, but not sheep, which they later were employed to look after. In this 

interview, Claude remembers a massacre at Wirappa Station, commenting that a lot 

of Aboriginal people were shot in those days, as well as violent events at Paralana hot 

Figure 3 Screenshot of Geraldine Anderson and Enice March, Mudlapena entry, project 

participants, ‘The South Australian Frontier and its Legacies’, The University of Adelaide, 

Adelaide, 2024, Interactive Map | The South Australian Frontier and its Legacies
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springs and Lake Callabonna. Another significant interview was conducted by Skye 

Krichauff with Claudia Smith about her ancestor Alice Alidja Ragless Smith’s narrative 

of a massacre at the Ragless brothers’ station in 1856, with three-year-old Alidja the 

sole survivor, because her mother hid her under the roots of a eucalypt near the river. 

Oral histories from Coulthard family members reveal how, at Aroona station in the 

Flinders Ranges, pastoralist JF Hayward shot Aboriginal people while settler activities 

caused natural springs there to dry up. An interview with Geraldine Anderson and 

Enice Marsh, recorded in both English and Language by Krichauff, discusses settlers 

killing a family group at Mudlapena, a massacre survived by only two women, them-

selves taken captive and raped. Other oral histories reveal incidents of racism including 

where Aboriginal people were forbidden by settlers to speak Language. These are diffi-

cult stories, and the website contributes well to supplying this essential information, 

allowing Indigenous voices to be heard.

Overall, the oral histories on this website demonstrate how frontier violence was 

enacted by settlers from the foundation of Adelaide, until well into the 1900s. The 

Figure 4 Screenshot of Colonial Context page, ‘The South Australian Frontier and its Legacies’,

The University of Adelaide, Adelaide, 2024, The Colonial Context | The South Australian Frontier and its Legacies

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/4755c59ae93447a9b0acf9b2b0b265f6/page/The-Colonial-Context
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interviews are presented with audio files, transcripts, and a summary page of all oral 

histories on the website. They are accessed either by clicking on an encounter that 

contains an oral history, and exploring it via the panel that pops up on the right of 

the webpage, or by opening up the oral history page, and accessing the supplementary 

resources. The oral history content on the website is highly accessible. The mapping 

feature describes where the oral histories come from, allowing a wider overview of the 

oral history resources on the site and a comprehensive overview of the violent frontier 

as settlers spread out into the hinterlands of SA. The site will certainly allow greater 

understanding of the colonisation of Australia and its impact in Indigenous peoples’ 

Countries. 

This highly informative and well-documented website is a welcome addition to the 

field of frontier violence research in Australia. It is well presented, culturally informed, 

and the wealth of information it provides will contribute to public discourse. I expect 

its impact will be significant, and its content will be a valuable resource for teachers, 

researchers, and those interested in truth-telling and reconciliation. Its legacy will be 

long-lasting, as long as the website is supported into the future, and given the partici-

pation of the ARC, State Library of South Australia, State Records of South Australia, 

Reconciliation SA and others in the project, this looks to be safely assured.

Reviews: Blight


