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OHA President’s Report for AGM 28 October 2025

This is the written report that follows the verbal report given at the Annual General Meeting (AGM)
held via Zoom on 28 October 2025.

Oral History Australia (OHA) is a national committee with membership from each State and Territory
oral history branch. From this year two representatives from each State or Territory branch serve on
the OHA Committee with one vote. The OHA Committee appoints office bearers.

| would like to thank the committee for 2024-25: David Sweet (Secretary), Kyra Edwards (Treasurer),
Jill Cassidy (Tasmania and Vice President), Maria Sawvidis (NSW & ACT and Public Officer), Christeen
Schoepf (SA & NT), Judy Hughes (Web Manager), Al Thomson (Vic), Pay Ryan (Qld), Alison Atkinson-
Phillips (WA) and William Martin (NT). A special thanks to Judy Hughes, David Sweet and Al Thomson
who have supported me in my new role as President.

We are excited to now have two representatives from each state on the National Committee. This will
provide additional energy to our committee and broaden the participation of the State Associations in
the National Committee and Oral History.

Biennial OHA Conference.

The 2024 Conference was held in Naarm / Melbourne on 21-24 November. The Conference theme
was The Power of Oral History—Risks, Rewards & Responsibilities’. We were very fortunate to have
Alessandro Portelli as the keynote speaker. Thanks to Al for assisting with the transport challenges.
The closing Plenary was the Yoorrook Justice Commission who shared their insights. It was an
excellent Conference. Thanks to the team from Oral History Victoria (OHV) led by Alice Garner who
delivered such a great conference in terms of all aspects and made a profit contributing to the OHA
account.

Planning is well underway by Oral History Australia SA/NT to deliver the next conference on
26-29 November 2026 at Adelaide University. The theme is ‘Human Voices and Technology, Oral
History Authenticity”. They are organising with Doug Boyd to be the keynote speaker.

Oral History Handbook 6t" Edition

OHA is the publisher of the 6" Editon of the Oral History Handbook by Beth Robertson. We have
signed a contract supplied by her with an ISBN and bar code. In the coming year we look forward to
promoting the handbook via the State associations. We thank Beth for her generous offer to allow us
to be the publisher, while she bears all costs and logistics in selling the handbooks. It will be a valuable
resource.
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Internet Banking

Another major achievement this year was the transition to internet banking! A special thanks to
David, Al and Kyra in organising the new Bendigo Bank account and transition to internet banking.
This will greatly enhance our ability to pay in a timely manner.

Website and Communications

This year saw the continuation of the development of the OHA multi-site with three new State
websites added. The new websites went live on the following dates: OHV on 16 September 2024,
Oral History Tasmania on 19 February 2025 and SA/NT on 8 October 2025. The multi-site
architecture provides greater consistency in our communications and allows for greater sharing of
information to take some of the burden off our loyal volunteers. Thank you to Judy for organising the
ongoing development and streamlining of our national website. Itis a great resource for all.

Journal

A major function of Oral History Australia is the publication of our Journal Studies in Oral History. It is
an open access, online publication produced annually. On behalf of the Oral History Committee, |
would like to sincerely thank our editors Skye Krichauff and Carolyn Collins for their work over the
past years. The excellent quality of the journal is a credit to them and to the entire editorial team.
They are not continuing, and we are currently looking for new editors and have an Expression of
Interest circulating.

| am looking forward to the coming year and working with everybody.

Elisabeth Gondwe (President)
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